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For taking part in consultations and for providing most useful historical information, we thank Flora O’Mahony of the 

O’Shaughnessy, Dave Pollock, Dr Fiona McGowan, Dr Rachel Moss, Grainne Carr and Patrick Quinlan. Dave also 
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Aighleann O’Shaughnessy, Architect

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

–
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Structures in the village of Timahoe include St Michael’s 

following as ‘Key Heritage Assets’ for the county:
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The “folklore” story about St Mochua can be seen

Lehane’s book Early Celtic
Geoffrey Keating’s History of
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“Caimminn”, a reliquary. Macraith ó Mordha was

founded by the O’Mores.

1555:  the O’Mores were in possession of a castle, added 

1598: O’More won a battle against the English under Sir 

Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin. It was afterwards given 

Lord Protector’s Court of Chancery, said that 

‘miserable present situation’ of the parish; which had 
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1150 (Crawford 1924, O’Keeffe 2003).

O’Keeffe considers the doorways of round t

(O’Keeffe 2003). The round tower at Timahoe is a 
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ces (O’Byrne) 

O’Mores. The only surviving part of an abbey is the 15th 

granted to Edmond Butler “the site of the late monastery 
Mary of Connall”.

grant included “the manor and possessions of Timocho, 
Prior”. Academic research outside 
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Grose’s buildings is probably responsible for the 

towerhouse. Grose’s gabled buildings may be part of 
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been a crozier. It was taken by O’More in 1069.
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record is as follows [author’s comments in parentheses].
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is titled “Mochua’s Desk” and depicts the folklore account 

“

” (Description listed in SMR, www.archaeology.ie)
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an urn with human bones “under a flag near Timahoe 
Castle” (LA018 062), and “three pans of small bones…in 
the floor of the Castle of Timahoe”(LA018
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Killeshin church. The O’Mores are recorded as having re

–

alteration to the O’More foundation, or a second sepa

O’Mores.

dedicated to St. Patrick, and replaced a “wretched 
thatched house” but remained in a backland position 

: Ordnance Survey map denotes ‘Timahoe 
Abbey (in ruins)’ and ‘Timahoe Round Tower’, with 
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: ‘Round tower and abbey’ vested in the state on 

‘Timahoe Round Tower’ and ‘Timahoe Abbey (in ruins)’. 

labelled ‘Grave Yard.’ A building

site has changed, with the ‘Round Tower’ now flanked 
by a ‘Castle (in ruins) on site of Abbey.’ The site is still 
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‘Corn & Saw Mills’ w

children’s
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Annual meadow grass, Cock’s foot grass and False oat 
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eared bats and Natterer’s bats. A fourth species, 
Leisler’s bat (
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one of Ireland’s most imposing and intact 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

and perhaps an ‘insect hotel,’ in 

• 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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Cooper’s Ireland. O’Brien,

O’Byrne, D. (1856). The history of the Queen’s
John O’Daly, Dublin.

O’Donovan, J. (1838). Ordnance Survey letters.

O’Hanlon and O’Leary. (1907). Queen’s 

O’Keeffe, T. (20 Ireland’s Round Towers

O’Riain, P. (2011). 

Webb’s an Irish Flora. 

–
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’Keeffe 2003). The conical roof of the tower is a rebuild of the 19th century.

O’Keeffe considers the doorways of round towers to have a ceremonial importance. The doors are normally raised off 
ontemporary main church (O’Keeffe 2003). The round 
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church is shown roofed on the first edition OS 1/10560 survey of 1841. The larger of Grose’s buildings is probably responsibl

Grose’s gabled buildings may be part of the 16th century or 17th century castle, or may 
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an urn with human bones “under a flag near Timahoe Castle” 
062), and “three pans of small bones…in the floor of the Castle of Timahoe” (
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. Reference to the death of a fer léiginn (‘man of learning’/ teacher) in 951 

come in 919 (=921), when the ‘oratory of Mochua’ was burned by Norse invaders and in 1069, when Gilla Mhuire son 

on the ‘caimmin’ –

06 taxation records. Early accounts of the site, including Lewis’ 

as being ‘ruinated but the lande not waste’ (Archivium Hibernicum, 42 (1987), 3

the tower’s carved Romanesque doorway, that Timahoe is most famous. 

in Grose’s Antiquities shows it wi
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The tower is divided into ‘basement’ and five levels. The base of the tower is furnished with a plinth with three steps. 

nearby Killeshin, Co. Laois, deliberately demolished in 1703, the ‘ornamental stones of the doors and 
windows’ of which could still be seen in ‘little houses in the neighbourhood’ in 1882 (Comerford, 1882). 

Galway). Potentially the earliest examples are found at Cormac’s chapel, Cashel (c. 1127

decoration of the east window at Rahan. Contemporary female exhibitionists occur in the Nun’s Church at 

Co. Wicklow, Killeshin, Co. Laois, the Nuns’ Church, Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly and Rahan, Co. Offaly.
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M. Comerford, ‘Killeshin and Sletty’, 

H. Crawford, ‘The Round Tower and Castle of Timahoe’, 

R. Stalley, ‘Sex, symbol and myth: Some observations on the Irish round towers’, in C. Hourihane (ed.), 
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–

cology these ‘homes’ are called habitats.  Habitats are areas made distinct from each other by 

and accessible spot from which to see Ireland’s native woodland biodiversity in all its glories
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These walls also feature some cover of Ivy and two species of fern: Hart’s tongue and 

Ivy’s evergreen 

Fig. 5: Hart’
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The foamy, creamy blossoms of Meadowsweet also grow along the river’s edge.  Th
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–
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– a plant with many names, it’s also known as Jack

Anne’s lace and the Dog violet.  There are several grass species growing here such 
grass; Cock’s foot grass and False oat grass.
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2008 by Scott Cawley Ltd for Laois County Council’s Heritage Office.  This 

eared bats and Natterer’s bats.  A fourth species, Leisler’s bat (
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Natterer’s bat
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heralding autumn’s arrival while providing a harvest fo
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a focus for various community projects such as a local ‘Apple Day’ where there 

 

–

based ‘Design by Nature’ company sell wildflower seed mixes of Irish 
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–

 

–

as ‘New Zealand boxes’) is that when the waste has degraded to a certain stage it can be 
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–
).  The Irish form (‘Fastigeata’) of this tree has u
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ition of a simply made insect or bug hotel will add to the site’s interest for visitors as well as helping the 

l’s bug hotel as displayed at the Bloom Festival of 2013 (Figs 30 & 31).
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Hart’s tongue fern

Cock’s foot grass
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• 

• 

• 
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Webb’s An
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–

• 

• 

• Ecosystems or habitats (habitat diversity) i.e. this building we’re in and the fields outside.

beings’ dealings and interactions with both the habitats and species around them.

–
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hs, Preacher’s Book and Visiting Book from the late 19th 

ringers’

parishioners’

‘miserable present situation’ of the parish; which had lost much of its income due to the disturbance caused by the land 
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to Ringer’s Place
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A Book of Maps of the Lordship of Timmahoe in the Queen’s County, 1767

’

have represented a very substantial investment by the Cosby estate. The road to the south labelled ‘to the collieries’ 
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The Round Tower and Castle of Timahoe
Author(s): Henry S. Crawford
Source: The Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, Sixth Series, Vol. 14,
No. 1 (Jun. 30, 1924), pp. 31-45
Published by: Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland
Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/25513315
Accessed: 04-08-2018 17:22 UTC

JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide

range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and

facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

 

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at

https://about.jstor.org/terms

Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve
and extend access to The Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland
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