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1. Purpose

A community-led, design focused plan
which describes the visual gualities o:am the
distinctive character of a village, and
provides design guidelines, which Qaaqmmm
the qualities that local residents consider
worthy of protection or improvement. :_Jm
purpose of a Sustainable Community Plan is
not about whether development should take
place or not, but how planned Qm<m_om3m:+
could be carried out within the public :mm.o__.:

of the community. The public realm is

defined as the space around, between and

within buildings thaf are publicly accessible,

including streets, squares, parks and open

spaces.

The Sustainable Community Plan has
been prepared to inform and assist a
number of groups when no:&mm%@
changes / improvements to the village.

Such groups include:

. Local community groups,
householders and businesses

. Statutory bodies and public authorities

. Planners, devslopers, builders,
architects, designers and engineers

Importanily some cims set out in this plan
include works which are not set within the
public realm and as a result will require
co-operation with landowners to enter
info Memorandum's of Understandings

to provide certain aims

Killenard, with its distinctive sylvan identity

and setling, is an important village, w

which needs to be carefully managed as

it continues to evolve.

A Sustginable Community Plan is needed

to ensure that future development of the
public reclm in Killenard is responsive to the
village's distinctive character and has regard
to its surrounding landscape, heritage and

ecology.

i
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Southemn Approach Road to the  Vilage
Centre

Killenard Community Centre Board
[KCCBJ, in conjunction with Laois
Partnership; appointed GVA Planning
cnd Regeneration Limited to
undertake the works required to
produce the Sustainable Community

Plan for the village in late 2017.

enire

The aim of the Killenard Sustcinable
Community Plan is to ensure that the
local Community has asay in the
future development in the villoge and
that development will have regard

to the unigue attibutes of Killenard, its
historical context and contribute

positively to the future of the village.

. Northern Approach to Village Centre
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3. An Introduction to Killenard

Kilenard has a very strong sense of
community, with strong community
engagement. Strengthening community
spirit and cooperation further will have
many benefits for the village of Killenard
when implementing the aims of this

plan.

The aim of the Sustainable
Community Plan is to identify
changes to the public realm which
will enrich the lives of those who
live there, making the village a
more enjoyable place in which o
live. In addition, it will also make
Kilenard feel safer and more

welcoming to it's many visitors.,

Kilenard is also fortunate to have

a particularly active Tidy Towns
group which has provided attractive
public spaces around the village,
including the 1916-2016 Memorial

Garden.

Cill An Aird

Kilienard
ﬂ Laois County Gevoed
ATE nparinersing with KReutard Ty Towa

Kilenard Community Centre opened
in 1990 and is seen as the hub of the
Village. Mount §t. Anne’s Retreat
and §t. John's Catholic Church are
listed Protected Structures which
are _ooo*.mn_ 1o the south and

centre of the village respectively.
Mount 5t. Anne's Retreat, The
Heritage Golf and Hotel Resort

and the church are key
stakeholders in the village and the
existing collaborative relationship
should be maintained.

Overall Killenard is a village which
consists of local distinctliveness and
character that must be both

preserved and enhanced.

v




The vilage development envelope of
Killenard sfretches from Mount Henry
crossroads in the south to Duke Street
Bridge in the North. The village has
experienced substantial growth and
development over the previous decade
with the addition of a hotel, golf course
and numerous housing schemes to the
Village and the recently approved
refirement village to the north of the

village.

The vilage currently consists of
residential areas, a hotel, restaurant,
extensive leisure and golf amenities,
commercial units, a public house, St.
John's Cathelic church, which was builf
in 1835, an adjoining cemetery, a
nafional school, Community Centre and
O’Dempsey’'s GAA facility located to the
south of the village. The public realm is
characterised by a through route running
north - south with a distance of1.55km
(0.94 miles / 1,696 vards). There is a
pavement existing in the village which
stretches from the north te the national
school. There are no pedestrion facilities

south of the school.

= |

Meount Saint Anne's Retreat & Conference Centre




5. Planning Policy

National

Project Ireland 2040:

National Planning

Framework

Regional

Regional 2@32:@
Guidelines for the
Midiand Region
2010-2022

Local

Laois County
Development Plan

2017-2023

The County Development Plan

2017 - 2023 sets out the strategic vision
for the development of Laois. Laois has
a strong rural base, and the plan places
a key imporiance in the sustainable
development of rural villages and rural

communities.

This Sustainable Community Plan, which
will be noted by the elected members,
seeks fo provide supplementary
planning guidelines o ensure that new
development is informed by local

character.

Killenard Zoning Map,
Laois County Development Plan 2017-2023




The key written objectives listed in the

County Development Plan which
have also been identified through
public consultation and workshop

during this plan process are:

Character and Built Form

KP 1: Maintain recent public realm
improvements

KD 2: Develop a tree planting
scheme and landscape plan for the
village centre to include the placing

of native species of frees, plants and

flower beds along the streetscape
particularly outside the church and

community centre

Economic Development

KD 5: Support the established
tourism and spiritual businesses in
the village

KD &: Support the development of
further enterprises and commercial
uses on suitably zoned lands within

Killenard

Infrastructure
KD 7: Provide disabled parking

spaces

KD 8: Examine suitable locations for
the development of passive public
open space

KD ¢#: Provide a playground

KD 10: Encourage the
enhancement of community
services and the more acfive use
of the Community Centre

KD 11: Ensure the proposed works
on Duke Street Bridge Kilenard and
at Mount Henry Crossroads to
Killenard Community Centre are

carried out




7. A Oo__o_uowad,?m Process

In order 10 ensure community “

participation in the preparation of d.“:m

Sustainable Community Plan, public

consultation was carried cut with tH

local community,

(<]

Representatives of the local community

met with and tock part in an information

session and public workshop whichlwas

presented by a Principal Planner from

GVA Planning and Regenergation Limited

on the 24th January 2018. The
information session and public work

was attended by:

Mempbers of the public

Municipal District  elected
representatives

Community stakeholders

Killenard
The workshop consisted of a: ; . Sustainable
. Community
. Presentation Plan

Workshop / SWOT Analysis and
The Asset Set / Mapping
Exercise

Discussion of the issues raised

I
]
shop —“




¢
Existing Vilage Centre Wall
and Signage

Cemetery

Carriglea Estate Bus Stop

Pedestrian Link , Railway Line North of the Village v S Southern Approach te Vilage



As part of the of Public Consultation
Workshops attended by the public, key
community stakeholders, advisory
agencies and businesses focussed on
identifying opportunities for improving
Kilenard Village Centre.

The outcomes of this process have been
presented in the following SWOT
Analysis:

. Strengths

. Weaknesses

. Opportunities

. Threats

It is under these headings that
experiences of the Village s it exists
today can be defined and used to
understand how it may be improved

into the future.

Strengths

Mature rural setting

Strong community engagement /
desirable location

Defined Village Centre

5 kilometre walking / jogging frail
around The Heritage Golf Course

Solid structure and definition along
roadway

Community Cenire provides for @
wide range of activities

Collaboeorative Relationship
established with Mount St, Anne's
Retreat and Conference Cenfre
and The Heritage Hotel Resort and
The Heritage Golf Club

Sylvan entrance to Village

Weaknesses

No village convenience store and
continued vacancy within
commercial centre

No safe pedesifion connection
with O'Dempsey's GAA Club.

Poor pedestrian linkage fo the
southern approach to Vilage
Centre from Mount Henry
crossroads to National School

Some mafure trees along the
approach from the south to Mount
Henry crossroads in need of
surgery or replacement due to
their age and condition

Poorly define approach to vilage
from both north of the Duke Street
Bridge and at Mount Henry
crossroads

Natural stone walls and steel rail
fencing along approach roads to
the Mouni Henry junction is in
need of refurbishment
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Provide connecfion in conjunction
with landowners for footpath /
cycle lane from community centre
to O'Dempsey’s GAA grounds.

Planned nursing home / retirement
villages will potentially add further
vibrancy and vitdlity to the village
cluster

Street Bridge to the norfh dna
Mount Henry crossroads

Increase pedestrian / cycle use
and reduce car joumeys

Potential to move 50km/h speed
limit to Mount Henry crossroads.

Lack of co-operation from

landowners with regard to
agreeing to the provision of lands
for a link from the community
centre to O'Dempsey’'s GAA
grounds.

Continved vacancy within
commercial core

“antinued leakage of shopping
own centres

n approach fo
oads require

‘any planned

ne vilage core
duced through

m.b_onmo_ traffic

The overarching sense of
exclusivity and a ‘private gafed
community' needs:s
counterbalance by a vibrant
public realm

Funding required to wundertake
works on private land




9. Aims of =,_m Plan

. Conservation / Restoration (Walls north

and south of vilage)

. Public Realm

and

Space

Enhancement, Tree Surgery, Planting,

Lighting, Painting, Public Open

and Signage)

Space

=

Comprehensively tackling traffic issues
with the addition of further iraffic
calming measures, foofpaths and
cycle lanes

Connectling the vilage cenfre tfo
Mount St Anne's Refreat and
Conference Centre and the provision
of a cycle lane from the Community
Centre to O'Dempsey’s GAA club
facilities

Development of a strong, mixed use
vilage centre which attracts visitors
and provides services for locals

Attraction of investment and
employment opportunities  with
commercial centre adjacent to the
public house in viloge centre

Opportunity explore the possibilily of
creating a co-operative siore and
monthly farmer markets 1o incentivize
commercial activity

o

L




Act as afocus for the community fo
participate and collaborate
effectively in the local planning
process as well as in regard to other

aspects of life in the Village

° Collgborative relationship established
between The Heritage Hotel Resort
and The Heritage Golf Club, Mount §t.
Anne's Refreat and Conference
Centre and with both Lacis County
Council and Laois Partnership

. Strong Community engagement

- .. sEE -

Enfrance to The Heritage Golf and Holel Resort

-_ ad

Southern Enfrancs to Village Centre

adjacent fo $t. John's National School



Alist of the key issues and fasks identified through community consultation

‘and analysis are set out below:

Issues:

No pedestrian / cycle lane link
from the community centre to
Q'Dempsey's GAA club.

Vacancy within commercial store

Stone wdalls and fences on TOS
approcaches to the village require

refurbishment or rebuilding
_

Lack of public open space
throughout the village centre{and
dlong both approaches 40_ the
Village _

Trees in need of surgery on
southern approach road _

Maintenance of roads -

Pootly defined approach o the
village from both north and south

Upkeep of community o_m“wsim
exterior

Tasks:

. Strengthen connectivity by
providing footpaths and cycle
lanes from the community centre
to O'Dempsey's GAA Ciub.

. Improve the amival experience o
the village by develop welcoming
signage in conjunclion with
community and stakeholders

. Encourage the provision of ¢
co-operative village store to be
located in the commercial units in
the vilage centre

. Enhance the village public realm
via a landscape management
plan

) Intfernal and exfernal

improvements 10 be made fo the
community centre

. Run competition for art piece o
be place in the Memorial Garden

Village Arrival Sign

Sketch section through approach road from Mount Henry Qowmﬂoom




Provide an interconnected Transport
Plan, which includes the development
of footpaths, cycle lanes, pedestrian
crossings and traffic calming measures
aimed af connecting the Community
Centre with Mount 5. Anne's Retfreat
and Conference Centre and
O'Dempsey’s GAA facllity located to
the south of the village.

Propose a Memorandum  of
Understanding with  landowners
regarding possibility of proposed new
footpath and cycle lanes.

Seek to reduce the speed limit to
50km/h throughout the whole village
beyond Duke Street Bridge and Mount
Henry Crossroads

Provide tarmacadam and car parking
space markings for an infegrated car
parking and scheol drop-off
at the Community Cenire

Upgrade the Community = .
Centre for improved energy
efficiency.

Enhance and improve the public
redlm of the village. Develop vibrant
areas of public open space in the
vilage and in parficular, rebuid,
refurbish or replace the natural stone
walls and steel rail fencing along the
approach road to Mount Henry
junction, including the re-painting of
the Cariglea estate railings to black
to reduce the visual impact

Produce and implement a Landscape
Management Plan fo improve the
atfractiveness of the vilage as o
whole

Appoint a Tree Surgeon to survey land
in private ownership and aclvise on
the condition of the mature trees on
the approach road into the village
from the Ballybrittas direction and pre-
pare a management plan

Provide improved information @

signage  points throughout the
village detailing significant
attractions and facis relating to

.

Develop an agreed Kilenard Vilage
logo with members of the public and
stakeholders of the community. Provide
further informative signage
approaching the village from Ballybrittas
and Portarington directions to increase
awareness of the vilage as «
destination which will improve the arrival
experience for both locals and visitors

Explore options and opportunities with
the owners of the vacant commercial
unifs in the Village Centre with a view to
providing a co-operative village store to
bring vibrancy back to the Vilage
Centre

Rename the row of dwellings located
south of the Killenard Lodge estate to
Duke Street and connect this row of
houses the mains sewerage system to
improve and reduce the
environmental impacts to the

village as a whole.



Forward

12. The Way

Key to the delivery of this plan is
the foresight to see what the
future place should be like and
then setting out the steps to ifs
delivery. The overall strategy that
has emerged from consultation is
to capture the various proposed
inferventions that are listed in the

Community Action List. The

following sheets set some of the

Most of the projects in the Action | individual interventions that have

:mw are for the 0033C3m._.< to drive _ mgm—‘QQQ from the UCU:O

*Ogﬂﬂa on .—jmmﬁ own, m—)_ _UQ_.._.W-_Q-.M_\i“D OO—JWC_._.Q._.WOJ .#o QQQ_ammw ._.—._m

with others. Itis also mgﬂvo_.._.o—.._.— to ke mjo_.wno_.j:)_@m of the U_Qﬂm.
ready for changes or proposals that
arise from outside - for example the

new retirement housing project

located to the north west of the
_
Village Centre and possible other

new housing projecits.

"



1. Connect the Community Centre to
O’Dempsey’s GAA Club Facilities

During public consultation,

one of the resccurring wishes of the
community was the need 1o
improve the pedestrian experience
by connecting the village and
specifically the community .nw_i_.m
with the O'Dempsey’s GAA Club
Facilities which are located 1o the

south of the Village.

Through a collaborative approach
the community can contact the
relevant landowners and propose
each landowner enter into a
Memorandum of Understanding to
enable the provision of the land for
development of o cycle / pedestrian
lane to link the village centre 1o the

GAA facility.

The development of this proposed
link will provide a safe pedestrian
and cycle connection for all
members of the community to avail
of with the GAA club facilities.

The image 1o the right sets out the
proposed location of a cycle /
pedestrian lane.

Conneci proposed southern fooipath link
to Mount Herry Crossroads with proposed
cycle lane

O’ Dempsey's GAA Club Facilify




2. Proposed Footpath link Mount §t. Anne’s Retreat

Currently there is no pedestrian access south of the community centre in
the Village Community Cenire. The plan sets out that in line with the
objective to connect the Vilage and Community Centre to the GAA
facility fo the south of the villoge, a footpath be provided connecting the
village centre with the Mount St. Anne's Resort and Conference Centre. As

with the provision of the connection to the GAA facility a Memorandum of
Understanding should be entered with the landowners fo collaborate for
provision of the footpath connection.

NARROW vERzsE ON BEoTH albes
TENTIAL Foe SRAYELLED PATH:

Sketch Section through approach road from Mount Henry Crossroads — Inside wall
option (detailed survey required)

— ‘ 3 =

View af southern exit road from the Village Cenire m




UoyDASI J0SY

co=c>w_u Juou

UoloASE SPIS

BILUBD BU} UIUHM OIpNYS
4B(IRC © JO UOISIACIA BY} B|QUS Of SOOI JO
Buiie puo 0ol SY} O} UoRDINSU] 8pIACId .

apoiBdn
pUD  SDUDUSIUIDUL  [ODUDSI8  SPIADIH °

yed 10D JUus2nlpo syl o) sBuibul
oopds Bupund 10D aplAcld WIDPRIDWID| o

S9D11JO PUD UBYD
oY ‘SWood  s,aus2 sy ynoybnoay)
S3USIUY [PUISIUl dWIDASI PUR MaUal Jinday .

sPUNQIE 2jU9D 3y} Jo Buidpospup
pun  souninaddn puwaxs oppibdn .

8iusD 10} eppiBdn pup b (puo|l|
jo Ajuoyiny ABiaug s|qouIdisng) |v3s dess e

IMOJSQ P3YS)| BID pUD

palayinl siam Aoy sy aacidw o) suoydo jo
151 B’ Yons sy “sdoysyiom uoynynsuod Jjyand sy}
ubnolyy patussaldal som siyl “aluaD aboljia

SUL UIym ALIDI) ASY D $1SUUSD ALUNWUIOD 8y

apnibdn ajuad Ajunwwo)d ‘¢

BIUSD AHUNWILWGY PISUS|Iy




‘suolpIouSt 2NNy

10§ BIOYM D SO ALUNLILIOD 34 Jilsusg
pInom a20ds siyl Bulaoidull “aLusyos
aBo(IA jUaLuslay palliuad sy} woly
$S0I0D PRI s 920ds SIu} @lowIsylng
‘paloidxs aq pjnous aoods 2gnd
paacidul up 1o paIp Abid D apiacid o}
salunpoddQ -a@opds Ajpusiu) AHUNUIWOD
o 0] pelbunys aq uno joy} eopds

Ajunpoddo up sjuasaidal pup JO 3D Syl

'2J0J5 1921IS N

oyl 1o sBuyamp JO Mol 8y} o} Jusonipo
PUD| JO DBID BY} UM juswiaAocidw) wos)
agnd / psio Aoid o uBissp 0} jQoYDS
[PUOION s, uyor *{s Jo sidnd ayl yim

uoaduwiod p asiuRBio pun aRUIRIO-0D

uoyyadwoD >und j9ays Ang v




BUUSD AUNWIWICY BU} 1O L S5 ALUMLIWeD
BIOYM JO) DBIY S5I0ISXT JOOPLNO UD SPRIACLY

SPOOISSOID
AUBE JUNS {0 UINOS 84} O} [00YDS

JCUOLDN LUOI pepuUsixe a0 o} YUl UoUIsepad

(moll@ A} Asssasau SO sUoDDS

Ul LINGB) PUO pasDdal 84 O} oM SUOLS

Ho-doip iooyos
SIDPOWILLIOIID O} peulinal pUD DednNsal

&g O} &JusD ANUNWWoD 1o iod 1D

[COUDS pUD &2UDIUS HOSal "Y2INyD
U} AQ POLUDL PUD PAUYSPR [[SM St LUDIym

s4uUSD 9BD|IA SUi SOUDLUSD PUD UIDILIDW

sjuswsaAoidw| wipay 2l|gnd




VYO s Aesdwed, o Bupull
AomsAD / yind >m>mz.

50909@:9

0} paubjo-as uoyounr

pDoy.
JO 2Bp3 0] PpaAO 8DoUS

paon|dal
29 0} seous] Bunsxg

Buissoio ubuisapad
YIM INOGOPLNOIHUIY

...4. ot 7 22 i

sjuawaAoidw

ppoissol) AlusH junow pasodold

s=rmy




Through this Sustainable Community

Plan, the people of Killenard have put in
place a clear vision for the future
development within the village. The
village will be safer, .zchQ:@ fraffic
speed and Qmo:m@ dﬂooﬁo*:m and
cycle lanes to provide stronger linkage
from Killenard Community Centre to o
key community asset: O'Dempsey's

GAA Club.

It will be more attractive, improving the
public realm and repdiring fencing and
walls. It will be sustainable, supporting
local facilities and reducing car
dependency. Above all gim is to make

Kilenard an even better place to live.

Fulfilling this vision will require
collaboration with the many
stakeholders, a lot of hard work and
perseverance but by keeping true 1o the
Sustainable Community Plan principles,
by harnessing the energy and
enthusiasm that exists and above all, by
working together, it will be possible to
bring about a wonderful transformation

to Killenard.
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