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SECTION INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE OF REPORND CONTENTS OF THE CHIEF
9.9/, ¢L+x9Q{ wIt hwt

¢KS LlzN1}2asS 2F GKS / KAST 9ESOdziA@SQa wSLRNI Aa G2
the Proposed Material Amendments to the Drha#iois Countpevelopment Plan 2022027,to set out

the ChefEE S O dzii A S Q& NBEalLlyas a2 0KS AdadzSa NI A &SR
on the proposed amendments, as appropriate. The report forms part of the statutory procedure

for the preparation of a new DevelopmeraR.

Pursuant to Section 12(6) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), notice of the
preparation of Proposed Material Amendments to the DiafbisCounty Development Plan 2022027

was given or23? September 2021 Submissions or observations witbgard to the Proposed Material
Amendments together with associated Strategic Environmental Assessment(SEA) and Appropriate
Assessment (AA) Determinations and Reports only, were invited for a period of 4 week

Pursuant to Sectign 12(8)(b) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), this Chief
9 E S O dziRdp@itSeavides details of submissions and observations received in relation to the
proposed Material Amendments as follows:

1 Ligs the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations during the prescribed
public consultation period
1 Provides a summary of thecommendations, submissions and observations made byffiee
of the Planning Regulator
1 Summarises theubmissions or observationsade by any other persodaring the prescribed
public consultation period
1 Gives the response of the Chief Executive to the issues raised, taking account of:
o Directions of the members of the authority regarding thesparation of the Draft
Development Plan
0 The proper planning and sustainable development of the area
0 The statutory obligations of the Local Authority
0 Any relevant policies or objectives of the Government or of any Minister of the
Government.

This ChiefEx@dzii A S Q& wSLIR2 NI 2y adzoYAdairzya 2N 20aSNIF GA2
Amendments to the Drattaois CountyDevelopment Pla2021-2027 is hereby submitted to the
members of the Planning Authority for consideration.



1.2 STRUCTURE- THIS REPORT

The report is structured as follows:

1 Section 1- sets out the requirement and legislative background for the repitie Development
Plan progress to date, together with the next steps in making the Laois County Development Plan
2021-2027. A report on the consultation undertaken for the Proposed Material Amendments to
the Draft Plan which resulted B6no. submissions

w Section 2 provides a summary of those recommendations where no submissions, or only support
for the amendments &s received during the consultation period.

w Section3 - provides a summary of the recommendations, submissions and observations made by
GKS hF¥FFAOS 2F (GKS tflyyAy3a wS3AdzZ F G§2NJ 23SGKS
recommendations in response tarse.

w Section4 - includes an analysis of the submissions received relevant to the proposed Material
Amendments (arranged by chaptesettlement, zoning map and appendigesllowed by the
/| KAST 9ESOdziAa@SQa NBaLRyaS yR NBO2YYSyRIlGA2Yya

w Section5 - sets out the SEA and AA considerations as part of the process.

w Section6 - outlines the Chief Executives Recommendation on this report.

1.3 TIMERAME

Under the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended (hereafter referred to as the Act),
development plans run for a spear period and preparation of a new plan must commence not later than
four years after the plan was adopted.

The publication ba notice on 12 January 2020 stating the intention to prepare a new Draft County
Development Plan for the period 2022027 marked the formal commencement of the tyear review
process. Within two years of this date a new plan must be adopted by #alddrs of the Council. The
Act sets out a number of key stages in the process.

STAGE 1

The first stage involved an eighveek preliminary consultation period, from"@anuary 2020 until™®

March 2020, during which submissions were invited on issues tintdeded in the Draft County
Development Plan. A number of meetings were held with interested bodies, the Public and the County
Council members. Service Providers were also consulted on their plans and operational programmes.
There were also meetings wittey internal Council sections such as Road Design and Water Services on
the subject of overall infrastructure provision in the county.

A Chief Executives report was then prepared and circulated to the Council members for their

consideration on 28 June »20. The Chief Executives Report listed the persons who made submissions,

summarised the issues raised and indicated the opinion and recommendation of the Chief Executive in
relation to such issues.

A 12week period for the preparation by the Executivetbé Draft County Development Plan and its
submission to Council members who had awexk period for its consideration at the end of which it



became the formal Draft Plan. The Plan was adopted for public display at a Special Council Meeting on
the 12" December 2020 subject to a number of amendments.

STAGE 2

The statutory 16nveek consultation process for the Draft Laois County Development Plan¢2@@a7

began on 12th January 2021 with public notices appearing in the Irish Independent and local newspaper
the Laois Nationalist, and ended on 23rd March 202% Dhaft Plan was put on public display in the
Planning Department, Aras an Chontae, JFL Ave, Portlaocise, Co. Laois and was also available to view on
http://consult.lacis.ie

154 written submissions wereeceived within the statutory timeframewith 7 submissions were received
outside the consultation deadlineA Chief Executive Report was prepaaed circulated to members on
the 22 June 2021 A Full Council meeting was held on tt{eSeptember 2021vhere Elected Members
consideredthd KA SF 9ESOdzi A #35Q& wSLR2 NI

Following that meeting the Proposed Material Amendment to the Draft Laois County Development Plan
2021¢ 2027 was prepared.

STAGRE
A

Preparation of Draft
Development Plan

Stage 1 - Complete

Direction from Elected
Members

STAGE 1 Public Consultation Chief Executive Report
PRE-DRAFT (Issues Paper) on Consultation

STAGE 2 . _ m I
DRAFT Public Consolation Chief Executive Report Consideration of CE Pre;‘arlatl.ul: of St age 2 co p ete
DEVELOPMENT (Draft Plan) on Submissions Report by Members ateria
Amendments

We arf here ' k

STAGE 3 .
AMENDMENTS TO Public Consclation Chief Executive Report Consideration of CE Adoption of
DRAFT (Amendments) on Submissions Report by Members Development Plan

Consultation on the Proposed Material Amendments to thafDicaois County Development Plan 2021
2017 together with the associated Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate
Assessment (AA) Determinations and Reports was carried out for a period of 4 weskdollowing
documentation was put onyblic display:

1 Laois County Development PlafProposed Material Amendments
1 Volume 1 Map Amendments

1 Volume 2 Map Amendments

1 Housing Needs Demand Assessment

1 StrategicFlood Risk Assessment


http://consult.laois.ie/

Natura Impact Report

Environmental Report and Appendices

Infrastructure Assessment

SEA Determination and Screening for Appropriate Assessment.

= =4 =4 =4

The key elements of the consultation programme are set out below:

91 Notices of the Proposed Material Amendments to the Draft Laois County Development Plan 2021
2027 werepublished inthe following newspapers:
o Irish Independent,
0 Leinster Expressind
0 Laois Nationalist
The notices included information on how to make a submission on the Proposed Material
Amendments and associated Environmental Reports and Determinations together with
information on their display.
1 Notices of the Proposed Material Amendments together withimfation on public consultation
wereissued to the prescribed bodies.
1 TheProposedVaterial Amendments and associated Environmental Reports and Determinations
were put on public displagt the following locations:
0 In Laois County Coumikffice2
0 Online Consultation Portahttps://consult.lacis.ie/en
1 Notices of the Proposed Material Amendments together with information on public consultation
were put on public display iibraries
9 ThelLaoisCounty Council webstincluded details of the consultation on the Proposed Material
Amendments including information on how to make a submission by post or via the online
Consultation Portal.

36 submissions were received during the Proposed Material Amendments consultatiod.ggnder the
Planning and Development Act 2000, (as amended), the final (third) phase of public consultation is solely
limited to consideration of thé®roposed Material Amendments to the Draft Plan.

A list of all the persons/bodies that made submission observations is provided Appendix 1.

14 CONSIDERATION OF AMENDMENTS AND MAKING OF THE
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

In accordance with Section 12(9) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended), the members of

the Planning Authority are required to ceider the material amendments to the Draft Plan and the Chief

9 ESOdzii A @S Q asix wekksist iddeivingy thé rigpory,

Il gAy3a O2y&aARSNBR (KS / KAST 9ESOdziABSQa wSLRNIIZ
proposed amendments, except where they decide to accept the amendments subject to a further
modification of aminor nature.

A further modification to a Mateéal Amendment

a. May be made where it is minor in nature and therefore not likely to have significant effects on
the environment or adversely affect the integrity of a European Site,


https://consult.laois.ie/en

b. Sall not be made where it relatet® an increase in the area of land zonfed any purpose an
addition to or deletion from the Record of Protected Structures.

In accordance with Section 12 (11) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended), in making the
development plan, the members are restricted to considering the eroplanning and sustainable
development of the area to which the development plan relates, the statutory obligations of any local
authority in the area and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or any
Minister of the Govenment.

1.5 APPROACH TO CONSIDERATION OF SUBMISSIONS

Following the upload of all submissions to the online consultation portal, each submission was read first
to allocate the issues raised to the appropriate Proposed Material Amendment of the Draft Development
Plan.

1.6 HOW THIS DOCUMENT IS ORGANISED

Propased Material Amendments to the Draft Plan, as originally display8dptember 202 are identified
as follows:

U TextinBLUEHs text from the Draft Plan as is.
U Proposed amended text and new text is colouRdaD

U Text withSFRIKEFHROUGGHroposed for deletion

In terms of modifications to Proposed Material Amendments, as recommended under this report, the
omission of any text from a proposed Material Amendments is shown in its original colour text as
displayed with strikethrough, with any adifications in the form of additional text to the proposed
Material Amendments shown ioveen print



SECTION 2NO RESPONSES TO PROPOSED MATERIA
AMENDMENTS

This Section of the repofists those ameniments detailed in the Proposed Material Amendment
consultation where no submissionsere receivedor where support has been receivenh them, and
where no furtherchangesare recommendel.

The Chief Executiveecommend that these amendmentsare included in theFinal Planwithout any
further changes, save for editorial amendmemaere necessary

Those amendment numbers thate not listedhave beerexcludedbecause either

1) There has been a submission on theseking a change, or clarificatiar
2) They have had to be amended for consistency, following the submission to another part of the
Draft Plan.

For reference 1-:62436(HSE) issued a briefsponse noting that the Environmental Health $sa(EHS)
revised the proposed material alterations and support and agree with the objectivtimed. This
response has been noted, however due to the broad nature of the response, and notspeici§ically
referring to a PMA, this is not referred to the following table.



VOLUME & WRITTEN STATEMENT

Chapter Reference

Amendment

Section / Policy Obijective /

No submission or

1 ¢ Introduction

2 ¢ Core and Settlement

Strategies

3 ¢ Climate Action and

Energy

Number
1.1
1.2
1.3
2.1

2.2
2.4
2.5
2.6
2.7
2.8
2.9
3.1

3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.9
3.10
3.11
3.12
3.13

3.14
3.15
3.16

3.18
3.20
3.21
3.22
3.23

3.24

3.26
3.27
3.28
3.31
3.33
3.34

Policy
Section 1.2
Section 1.5
Sectionl.6.4
Section 2.2

Section 2.7.1.1
Section 28.1
CS 08

CsS 09

Cs 10

Cs11

Section 3.2.3.1

CAl

Section 3.2.3.5

3.235

Section 3.4

Section 3.4

Additional Policy Objective
Additional Policy Objective
Area Action 2

Additional Policy Objective
Section 3.4 Action Area 2,
additional policyobjective
Additional Policy Objective
Additional Policy Objective
Action Area 2 Built
Environment Section 3.4
CMRE4

CMRE 8

Additional PolicyDbjective
Additional PolicyDbjective
Additional Policy Objective

Additional Policy Objective CN

RE 17

3.5.2, 29 paragraph
Section 3.5.5
Section 3.5.8
Section 3.6.1

NRE 2

7

support?

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission

Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2420
Supportg LSC2427
No submission

No submission
Supportg LSC2427
Supportc LSC2427
No submission
No submission



Chapter Reference

Amendment

Section / Policy Obijective /

No submission or

4 - Housing

5 ¢ Quality of Life and
Sustainable Communities

6 ¢ Economic Development

Number*
3.35

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.8

5.1

5.2
5.3

54

5.5
5.6
5.7
5.8
5.9
5.10

5.11
5.12

S 2
5.14
5.15
5.16
5.17
5.18
5.19

5.20
5.21
5.22
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6

Policy

Additional DM standard for
HydroEnergy

Section 4.2

New Policy

DM HS 2

DM HS6

DM HS 10

Additional Policy Objective
(HPO 19)

Section 5.1.1

5.2

Additional Policy Objective
(SCPO15)

Additional Policy Objective
(SCPO 16)

DM ED1

DM SC 2

NRPO 7

Policy Objective EDPO 2
EDPO 6

Additional Policy Objective
(EDPQ9)

DM CC1

Additional Policy Objective
(HCPO 7)

BGPO 1

Section 5.4.1

NRPO 5

NRPO 15

NRPO 17

5.3.6

AdditionalPolicy Objective
(NRPO 19)

Policy DM NR 1

DMNR 1

Section 5.4

Strategic Aim of Chapter 6
Section 6.4

Section 6.3.5

Additional PolicyDbjective
Table 6.4

Section 6.7

support?
Supportg LSC2427

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission

No submission
No submission

No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission
Support- LSC2423
No submission
Support- LSC2423

No submission
No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
Supportg LSC2427

Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission



Chapter Reference

Amendment

Section / Policy Obijective /

No submission or

7 ¢ Retail and Town / Village

Centre Management

8 - Tourism

9 ¢ Rural Laois

10 - Infrastructure

Number*
6.7

6.8
7.1

7.2
8.1
8.2
8.3

8.4

8.5
8.6
8.7
8.8
8.9
8.11

8.12
8.13

8.14

8.15
8.16
8.17
8.18
8.19
8.20
8.21
9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

10.1
10.2
10.3
10.4
10.5
10.6
10.7

Policy

Additional policy objective (EL

17)
Map 6.1
TC3

Additional Policy (RTP18)

Section 8.1Second Paragrép

Section 8.1Third Paragraph
Table 8.1 Key Tourism
Initiatives 8

Table 8.1 Key Tourism
Initiative 9

Table 8.1

Table 8.1

DM TM2

T™M8

Policy Objective TM10
Additional Policy Objective
TMXX

TI1

Additional policy objective
after Section 8.3

Section 8.5.3Updated
Reference

DT1

ABT1

ABT?2

ABT 4

IAE 2

IAE3

Section 8.5.5

Additional Policy Objective
Section 9.2

DM RL1

DM RL2

DM RL3

Additional Policy Objective
Section 10.1.3.1
Additional Objective
TRANS1

TRANS4

TRANS 5

TRANS14

TRANS16

9

support?
No submission

No submission
No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

Supportg LSC2427

Support¢ LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Support¢ LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Support¢ LSC2427
No submission

Support¢ LSC2427
No submission

No submission

No submission
No submission
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
No submission
Supportg LSC2427
No submission
No submission
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission



Chapter Reference

Amendment

Section / Policy Obijective /

No submission or

11 ¢ Biodiversity and Natural

Heritage

12 ¢ Cultural and Built
Heritage

13 ¢ General Location and
Pattern of Development

Number
10.8
10.9
10.10
10.11
10.12
10.13
10.14
10.15
10.16
10.17
10.18
10.19
10.20
10.21

10.22

11.1

11.3
11.4
11.5
11.6
11.7
11.8
11.9
11.10
11.11
11.12
11.13
11.14
11.15
11.16
11.17
11.18
11.19
12.1

12.2
12.3
13.1

13.2

Policy

TRANS18

TRANS 21 and TRANS 23
TRANS 25

TRANS27

TRANS 28

TRANS39

Additional Policy Objective
Additional Policy
AdditionalPolicy
Additional Policy Objective

Section 10.1.8.2 Bus Existing

Section10.1.8.1

Section 10.1.9

additional Policy Objective
(CNG1)

Section 10.3.2, Water
Infrastructure

11.2

DMRH 7

Section 11.2.4

Section 11.4

BNH3

Additional Policy Objective
Additional Policy Objective
BNH17

Table 11.3

Table 11.4

BNH 25

BNH32

GEO 3

Additional Policy Objeite
11.10.1

Additional Policy Objective
Additional Policy Objective
Map 11.8

PS 2

Additional Policy Objective
Additional Policy Objective
Table 13.4

Additional Policy Objective

10

support?

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission
Supportg LSC2427

Supportg LSC2427
No submission

Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
No submission

Supportg LSC2427
No submission

Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427
Supportg LSC2427

No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission



Chapter Reference Amendment Section / Policy Obijective / No submission or

Number* Policy support?
14 ¢ Implementation and 14.1 Section 14.1 Support- LSC2419
Monitoring
14.2 Section 14.2 No submission
14.3 Additional Policy Objective No submission
14.4 Additional Policy Objective No submission
14.5 Additional Policy Objective No submission
14.6 Section 14 No submission

*Please note there was no 3.26 amendment number.

11



VOLUME 2 SETTLEMENT PLANS

Zone Settlement
Amendment Name
Site ID>

Old ZoneType

New ZoneType Motion \[o]
Number submission or
from 1/9/21  support?
(where
applicable)

1 Portlaoise Residential 2 Residential 1. Established No submission
2 Portlaoise Strategic Reserve Countryside No submission
3 Portlaoise Strategic Reserve Countryside No submission
4 Portlaoise Residential 1. Established Open Space/Amenity & No submission
& Open Space/Amenity | Residential 1. Established
5 Portlaoise Residential 2 Residential 1. Established No submission
6 Portlaoise Residential 2 Open Space/Amenity No submission
7 Portlaoise Residential 1. Established Residential 2 No submission
11 Portlaoise Open Space/Amenity, Infrastructure No submission
General Business,
Residential 1. Established
Town Centre & Utilities
12 Portlaoise Neighbourhood Centre Residential 2 No submission
13 Portlaoise Residential 2 Open Space/Amenity & No submission
Residential 1. Established
14 Portlaoise Town Centre Transport and Utilities No submission
15 Mountmellick = Strategic Reserve Countryside No submission
16 Mountmellick = Strategic Reserve Residential 2 No submission
17 Mountmellick | Strategic Reserve Open Space/Amenity No submission
18 Mountmellick  Open Space/Amenity Residential 2 No submission
19 Mountmellick = Strategic Reserve Residential 2 No submission
20 Mountmellick ~ Strategic Reserve Countryside No submission
21 Mountmellick | Residential 2 & Strategic = Residential 1. Established No submission
Reserve
22 Mountmellick = Residential 2 Residential 1Established No submission
23 Abbeyleix Open Space/Amenity Residential 1. Established No submission
24 Abbeyleix Open Space/Amenity &  Countryside No submission
Strategic Reserve
25 Abbeyleix Open Space/Amenity Residential 1. Established No submission
26 Abbeyleix Strategic Reserve Countryside No submission
27 Abbeyleix Strategic Reserve Countryside No submission
28 Abbeyleix Strategic Reserve Countryside No submission
29 Abbeyleix Strategic Reserve Residential 1Established No submission
30 Abbeyleix Open Space/Amenity Industrial No submission
31 Mountrath Town Centre Open Space/Amenity No submission
32 Mountrath Residential 1. Established Open Space/Amenity No submission

12



Zone
Amendment
Site ID>

33

35
36
37
38

39
40
41

42

43

44
45
46
47
48
49
50

51

52
53
54
57
60
61

62
63
64

65

Settlement
Name

Mountrath

Mountrath
Stradbally
Stradbally
Stradbally

Stradbally
Rathdowney
Rathdowney

Rathdowney
Rathdowney

Rathdowney
Rathdowney
Rathdowney
Rathdowney
Durrow
Durrow
Durrow

Durrow

Ballylynan
Ballylynan
Ballylynan
Ballylynan
Clonaslee
Clonaslee

Ballyroan
Ballyroan
Ballyroan

Borris In
Ossory

Old ZoneType

Enterprise and
Employment & General
Business

Industrial

Residential 1. Established
Strategic Reserve
Enterprise and
Employment
Residential 2

General Business
OpenSpace/Amenity &
Industrial

Open Space/Amenity &
Industrial

Open Space/Amenity &
Industrial

Residential 2

General Business
Industrial

Strategic Reserve
Village Centre
Horticulture

Enterprise and
Employment
Residential 2

Strategic Reserve

Open Space/Amenity
Residential 1. Established
Residential 2

Open Space/Amenity
CommunityEducational
Institutional

Residential 1. Established
Residential 2

Open Space/Amenity &
Residential 2

Enterprise and
Employment

Motion
Number
from 1/9/21
(where
applicable)

New ZoneType

Industrial & Open
Space/Amenity

Open Space/Amenity
Open Space/Amenity
Countryside
Countryside

Open Space/Amenity
Open Space/Amenity
Countryside

Countryside
Utilities

Residential 1Established
Mixed Use

Residential 1. Established
Countryside
OpenSpace/Amenity
Open Space/Amenity
Residential 2 & Dezoned

Open Space/Amenity &
Residential 1. Established
Countryside

Countryside

Countryside

Strategic Reserve
Residential 1. Established
Open Space/Amenity

Open Space/Amenity
Open Space/Amenity
Residential 1. Established

Countryside
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No
submission or
support?

No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission



Zone Settlement
Amendment Name
Site ID>

Old ZoneType

New ZoneType Motion \[o]
Number submission or
from 1/9/21  support?
(where
applicable)

66 Ballybrittas OpenSpace/Amenity Residential 1. Established No submission
67 Ballinakill Not Zoned & Tourism Open Space/Amenity No submission
68 Killeen Residential 2 Open Space/Amenity No submission
69 Killeen Residential 2 Open Space/Amenity No submission
70 Killeshin Residential 1. Established Open Space/Amenity No submission
71 Killeshin Residential 1. Established Open Space/Amenity No submission
72 Killeshin Residential 1. Established Open Space/Amenity No submission
73 Killeshin Residential 1. Established Open Space/Amenity & No submission
Dezoned
74 Camross CommunityEducational = Open Space/Amenity No submission
Institutional
75 Castletown Residential 2 Residential 1. Established No submission
76 Castletown Residential 2 Residential 1. Established No submission
77 Castletown Residential 2 Residential 1. Established No submission
78 Emo Residential 2 CommunityEducational No submission
Institutional
79 Rosenallis Residential 1. Established OpenSpace/Amenity No submission
80 Rosenallis Residential 1. Established Open Space/Amenity No submission
81 Timahoe Not Zoned & Village Residential 2 & Open No submission
Centre Space/Amenity
82 Timahoe Village Centre Open Space/Amenity No submission
83 Timahoe CommunityEducational  Open Space/Amenity No submission
Institutional
84 Timahoe Village Centre Residential 1. Established No submission
88 Portlaoise Open Space & Amenity  Residential 2 New Proposed 11 No submission
Residential
90 Abbeyleix Not Zoned Residential 2 New Proposed = 14 No submission
Residential
93 Stradbally Residential 2 New Open Space & Amenity 18 No submission
Proposed Residential
95 Mountmellick = Not Zoned Employment and Enterprise = 13 No submission
96 Ballylynan Not Zoned, Residential-2 Residential 2 New Proposed 20 No submission
New Proposed Residentia Residential & C.E.|
& Strategic Reserve
97 Borris In Strategic Reserve C.E.l 22 No submission
Ossory
99 Timahoe Residential 2 New Residential t Established 24 No submission

Proposed Residential
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*Please note zoning amendment ID 10, 34, 55, 56, 58, and 59, were not accepted by Councillors'@efiterhber 2021, directing the Chief Executive to
retain the existing zonings contained within the Draft Laois County Development Plar;(2027) or amending the phasing. As they are not regarded to b
material amendments to the Draft Plan, thesere notconsulted on any further
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APPENDICES AND ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS

Document Reference

Reference

Location

Recommendation

No submission or

Appendix 1
¢ Record of Appendix 1 RPS; 1.2

Protected
Structures

Appendix 1I¢ RPE 1.3
Appendix I RP 1.4

Appendix 1I¢ RP 1.5
Appendix 1I¢ RP 1.6
Appendix 1I¢ RP 1.7
Appendix 1I¢ RPE 1.8
Appendix 1I¢ RPE 1.9
Appendix 1I¢ RP 1.10

Appendix I RPE 1.11

Appendix 1I¢ RPE 1.12
Appendix I RP& 1.13

Appendix I RP 1.14

Appendix 1¢ RP§; 1.15
Appendix I RPE 1.16
Appendix 1I¢ RPS; 1.17

Appendix 1I¢ RPE 1.18

Appendix 1¢ RP 1.19

Appendix 1¢ RP§; 1.20

Appendix 4 Appendix 4 Retalil
¢ Retail Strategyc 1.1
Strategy

Clough

Emocg Gates and Gate Lodge
Great Heath Racecours®uined
hexagonaplan stone structure
Portlaoisec Newpark House
Clonadg Old School House
Clonad-C2 NY'SNJ a OK2 2
house

Emo-TheDl YS{1 SSLISNI:
Emo-¢ KS DI NRSYy SND
Emo- The original walled garden (tc
the southeast of the house)

Emo- Eastern walled garden
(adjoining original walled garden to
east)

Emo- Eastern farmyards (including
store buildings, stables and houses
Emo- Walled garden and meathous
62 sSait 2F . I OK
Emo- Western farmyard, including
former dairy building (adjoining
walled garden to west of Bachelora
Wing)

Emo- Entirety of enclosing boundar:
wall, and all gateposts and gates
Emo- The Gate Lodge (at entrance
from Emo Village)

Emo- The Deer Lodge (to north of
Emo Court)

Emo- The South Lodge (at southerr
entrance to the Wellingtonia
avenue, to south of Emo Court)
Abbeyleix Former Railway Bridge
(stone arch on approach to
Abbeyleix from south)

Ballinakil- demesne walls of
Heywood

Abbeyleix Core Retail Area
Stradbally Core Retail Area
Mountrath Core Retail Area

16

Add to RPS list
Add to RPS list
Add to RPS list
Add to RPS list
Add to RPS list
Add to RPS list
Add to RPS list
Add to RPS list
Add to RPS list

Add to RPS list

Add to RPS list

Add to RPS list

Add to RPS list

Add to RPS list

Add toRPS list

Add to RPS list

Add toRPS list

Add to RPS list

Add to RPS list

Amend as shown on

the maps

support?

No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission
No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission

No submission



Document

Reference

Location

Recommendation

No submission or

Reference

support?

Appendix 5| Appendix 5 Wind N/A Amend WES 2 No submission
¢ Wind Energy Strategyg 1.2
Energy
Strategy
Appendix 5 Wind N/A Amend Section 6.12 No submission

Energy Strategyg 1.2
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SECTION 3 RESPONSE ON TBEFICE OF THE PLANNING
REGULATGRUBMISSION

Notice of the proposed material amendments was issued to the Office of the Planning Regulator under
section 12(7)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

A further Notice under 12(5)(aa), was also issued to the Office as requiredigseitti, following
consideration of the draft plan and the Report of the Chief Executive, where the planning authority, after
considering the submission of the Office of the Planning Regulator, decided not to comply with any
recommendation made in the drafttan and Report of the Chief Executive, together with reasons for the
decision.

3.1 INTRODUCTION

This section contains, under a series of themes (as set out in the submission received), a summary of the
recommendations raised in the submission of the Office of Planning Regulator (OPR) to the proposed
material alterations to the Draft Plan together withe response and recommendations of the Chief
Executive in relation to the issues raised.

One of the key functions of the Office of the Planning Regulator (the Office) includes strategic evaluation
and assessment of statutory plans to ensure consistency with legislative and policy requirements relating
to planning.

The Office has evaluated dirassessed the material alterations to the draft Plan under the provisions of
sections 31AM(1) and (2) of tidanning and Development Act 20@8 amended), and within the context
2T GKS hFFAOSQa SINXIASNI NBO2YYSYyRIGAZ2Y&a YR 204&SN.

As outlined inthe submission of the Office to the draft Plan, the Office considered the draft Plan to be
generally consistent with policies in the National Planning Framework (NPF) and the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and Midland Regissembly area, and recommended
changes to enhance its alignment with national and regional policies in the aforementioned, and for
consistency with, inter alia, th®llowing guidelines:

1 Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas Guidelirisufming Authoritie$2009),

1 Urban Development and Building Heights Guidelines for Planning Auth(201s3),

1 Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authdgi@®),the Interim
Guidelines for Planning Authorities on StatutolgnB, Renewable Energy and Clim&teange
(2017), and

1 ThePlanning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Planning Aut{Z0iies

The Office states that mile it is acknowledged that the material alterations have generally responded in
apRarAlADBS YHYYySN) G2 (KS h¥FAOSQa NBO2YYSYyRIGAZ2Y &
introduced by the elected members very clearly result in significant breaches of national policy.

The Office states that it woullike to commend thePlanningAuthority for the material alterations that

have been informed by the Housing Supply Target figures (for thepglaod), the revised Strategic Flood
Risk Assessment (SFRA), the Infrastrucysabssment Report and acknowledges significant work
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that was involved in amending the core strategy table and making consequential changes to land zoning
across many settlements.

The Office would like to point out that the draft Plan, save for theéamal alterations introduced by the
elected members, is a sound plan with a high level of consistency with the national and regional policy
frameworks. In particular, the Office strongly commends the planning authority for the information
provided on baskne modal share and for the inclusion of mode share targets.

Notwithstanding, the Office has identified specific matters below that will need to be addressed in

particular the renewable energy policy, including setback distances from wind turbines, the rural housing
policy changes and thesdorey height limit for geenfield sites. The Office has also identified a number

of specific zoning amendments that are contrary to national policies or Ministerial Guidelines under
section 28.

The planning authority is advised that section 12(10) of the Act provides the msembéhne planning
authority with scope to make a further modification to an alteration subject to the limitations set out in
subsection 10(c) parts (i) and (ii).

Recommendations issued by the Office relate to clear breaches of the relevant legislatisigms, of

the national or regional policy framework and/or of the policy of Government, as set out in the Ministerial
guidelines under section 28. As such, the planning authority is required to implement or address
recommendation(s) made by the Office order to ensure consistency with the relevant policy and
legislative provisions.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY
MA Recommendation 1 Setback distance from wind farms \
| F gAYy 3 NBIFNR (2 GKS 32 CiBMNG/ACDY Ria 20182 hiene Vo
electricity from renewable sources by 2030 (adding 12GW of renewable energy capacity nati
National Policy Objective 55 which promotes renewable energy use and generation to meet n
targets, and section 28 guidelinédind Energy Del@pment Guidelineg2006) and thelnterim
Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate(2dEfg
the planning authority is required to omit the 1.5km separation distance from AppendiX\Vind

Energy Strategy.

To avoid repetitionand for the sake of completeness, all responsagarding the 1.5km set back is
responded to here Submissions wergeceived from the following:

1 LSC2433 (Coike)

1 LSC2432(Wind Energy Ireland)
1 LSC2424(OPR)

1 LSC2420(ESB)

Summary of Issues Raised:
1 LSC2433

(0]

We welcomed the Chief Executive (CE) proposed removal of all references to a 1.5km
setback distance to windfarm developments and his suggestion that these be replaced by
a cross reference to national policy guidels. We note however this did not translate

into this material amendment and the 1.5km reference remains. This contravenes the

OPRs recommendation, and the resultant proposed additional text in Section 6.1 is

contradictory and confusing. We respectjufiropose that this be removed.

1 LSC2432

(0]

(0]

The 1.5km shouldot have been included as it went against national and regional policies
effortsto increaserenewable energy to helmeetour climate action targets.

The setback of 1.5km set out in Section B.induly restrictive, is almost double the

current practice of foutimes rotor diameter and it is recommended that any setback

g2dA R F2ft28 (GKS S5SLINIYSYyiQa ySé 2AYyR 9\
published.

Imposing separate criteria from neighbiing counties and national policy will

exclude otherwise potentially suitable areas for wind development.

The addition ofi KS GSEG daAy I 002 NRI yOS g AdK 0dKS
Policy Guidelines at the time of the determinatiarf the planningl LILX A OF G A2y ®§
welcomed, it does not go far enough to ensure setback distances match that of the

new Wind Energy guidelin@den finalised. Following this pattill inevitably result in

a Ministerial Direction having to be issued to bring Laois County Ctaakilinline with

national policy

1 LSC2420

(0]

While the text in section 6.1 Buffer Zones in the WES has been modified, the development
management standard cwinues to reference the 1.5km separation distance. A setback
of this size will have the effect of seriously diminishing the land area potentially available
for wind energy projects with consequent implications for the +adt@ainment of binding
national oBigations in relation reducing emissions
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0 The continued inclusion of the 1.5km setback undermines other policy objectives in the
plan e.g. CM RE 6, which states:

A G9yadaNB | aSiol 01 RA&GFYOS F2NJ 2AyR dzNX
centres andall public roads in all areas open for consideration for wind farm
development as per the Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Wind Energy
5S@St2LIVSYd O05SLINIYSY(d 2F |1 2daAaAy3IT tf

0 The 2006 Guidelines on Wind Energy Developgnd&hnot set out limits on the height of
turbines but rather highlighted that the scale of the surrounding landscape should dictate
height. However, a review of the Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2006 has been
dzy RSNB I & aAyOS HnMSONINSLIRY RWdzyFSi H ALILINEH OKIENRT &
between the Dept. of Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government (DHPCLG) and
the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE). The
recently published Draft Revised Wind Energy Devetag Guidelines (2019) confirm
0KS GLINBFTSNNBR RNIFO | LILINRI OKE @

0 ¢KS GLINBFSNNBER RNI Fd | LILINRI OKe F2NJ OAadz |
the tip height between a wind turbine and the nearest point of the curtilage of any
residential propery, subject to a mandatory minimum setback of 500 metres. Setback
requirements would also be subject to compliance with noise limits. Development
policies for wind energy projects should be consistent with Government Guidelines and
0 KS & LINB T S NasBuiined HythiNRepatiriest.

o We note from the Chief Executives Report, dated 22 June 2021, that Recommendation
No. 13 from the Office of the Planning Regulator was to delete section 6.1 of the WES in
its entirety and it was accepted by the Planning Auitycthat the 1.5km development
management standard should be removed. Therefore, reference to a setback distance as
set out in 6.1 of the WES should be removed as its inclusion may unnecessarily restrict
the potential for wind farm development in the cown Its inclusion also undermines
other supportive wind energy policies and is contrary to national policy and Ministerial
guidance on wind farm development.

CE Opinion
The most ugo-RI S D2@SNYYSyid 3FdzARIyOS 2y GKAapmaatsi G SNI N
DdZA RSt Ay S&a F2NItftFyyAy3a 1 dZikK2NAGASEASE HwnncQod

In December 2019, the DoHPLG published a draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines, for which
the responses will inform the final Guidelines. To date, given that the Department has not fintdised i
review of the current guidelines, the guidelines remain in full effect, and the Planning Authority must be
consistent with the standards set out in same.

The Chief Executive refers to amendment no. 3.28 which outlinestibdtocal Authority wiupport the

delivery on commitments under the Programme for Government (2020), which commit to a 7% average

yearly reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions over the next decade and to achieving net zero
emissions by 205@&mendment no. 3.28 also statd¢hatin line with the Climate Action Plan 2019, Ireland

aims to increase reliance on renewables within the electricity generation sector from 30% to 70% adding

up to a total of 8.2 GW (8200 MW) of renewable onshore wind energy capacity by 2030

The ChiéExecutive is of the opinion that retairgjthe 1.5km buffer contradicts this part of the Draft Plan,
and would also undermine the overarching national policy and Climate Action Plan, 2019 which seeks to
increase renewable onshore vadenergy capacity b2030.
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The Chief Executivéherefore accepts that the 1.5km development management standard be removed
from Section 6.1 of Appendix 5.

CERecommendation

Reword Section 6.1 of Appendix 5, to exclude reference to 1.9Kma.proposed wordingelow includes
the proposed material amendment response tile OPR Recommendation 13 (Wind EnéStnategy as
follows:

Ensure a setback distance of wind turbines from schools, dwellings, community centres and all
public roads in all areas open for consideration for windfarm development in accordance with the
requirements of adopted National Policy Guidelines at the time of the determination of the planning
application.

MA Recommendation 2 National renewable energy targets

In accordance with the provisions of section 28(1C) ofRienning and Development Act 200G
' YSYRSROX YR KIFE@Ay3 NBIAI NR { Xlimatk cticA Pl@ghS201H

achiever0% of electricity from renewable sources by 2030 (adding 12GW of renewable energy c
nationally), National Policy Objective 55 which promotes renewable energy use and generation {
national targets, and section 28 guidelin&énd Energy Devgbimnent Guidelines (200&nhd thelnterim

Guidelines for Planning Authorities on Statutory Pl&enewable Energy and Climate Cha(Rf¥ 7),
the planning authority is required to include specific targets, based on relevant and meaningful n
for how Cainty Laois will contribute to realising overall national targets on renewable energy
climate change mitigation, and in particular wind energy production and the potential wind e
resource (in megawatts).

CE Opinion

The OPR will note that there is still an absenceaifonaland regionabuidance on how local authorities
can set a target for wind energy generation within their functional area

The Development Plan will contribute towards meeting national renewaidggy targetandit should

be noted that the Planning Authority has included a standalone chapter in the Draft Plan to address
climate adaptation and mitigation. In terms of the contribution of the Plan to realising targets on
renewable energy and climatchange mitigation, the Plan is committed to reducing carbon footprint by
integrating climate action into the planning system in support of national targets for climate policy
mitigation and adaptation objectives, as well as targets for greenhouse gasiens reductions.

Chapter 3 Climate Action and Energy, the Council commits to working with key stakeholders in the
carrying out of an assessment of how the implementation of the Plan will contribute to realising overall

national targets on renewable ergy and climate change, and in particular wind energy production and
the potential wind energy resource.

The Council has demonstrated its commitment to promoting renewable energy development by granting
approximately 330ha of solar farms in recent years.

Laois County Council has also designated Portlaoise as a Decarbonisation Zone and as such the following
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GSEG 6Aff 06S IRRSR (2 /KFLIWISNI o (2 KAIKEAIKG [ 2A
achieving any future renewable energy targets.

Nevertheless,in accordance with the Specific Planning Policy Requirement for the Interim Guidelines

for Hanning Authorities on Statutory Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate Change Ta01& )XXX

(Renewable Energy Targ®)S Y2 Yy A G NI (1S & / 2 dzy (i eealipitg®verall@ationd gaefsi NA 6 dzd A
(under the Climate Action Plan) on renewable energy dimdate change mitigation. In setting these

targets the Council has had regard to wind farm and solar farm devedops, permitted and

undeveloped as well as those undmnstruction which have the potential to be delivered in the plan

period.

These targets will be reviewed subsequent to the emergence of regional targets for wind and solar
SYSNHe&> YR AY R2AYy3a &2 AlG Attt 0SS 2F LI NFY2dzyd AN
FYR O2YYAGGOSR O2y i N o didr brshbreviirgl enertpySiévelopiRedtiias wellasn | NA
other potential sources of renewable energy.

Recommendation

Amend Section 3.5.5 as follows:

The Local Authority will support the delivery on commitments under the Programme for Government
(2020), which emmit to a 7% average yearly reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions over the
next decade and to achieving net zero emissions by 285@umber of actions within Programme for
Government must be delivered on to ensure Local Authorities can effectieéler on this commitment

in conjunction with the key stakeholders namely

1 Finalise and publish the Wind Energy Guidelines, having regard to the public consultation that
has just taken place.

1 Develop a Solar Energy Strategy, including for rooftogaodnd based photovoltaics, to ensure
that a greater share of our electricity needs is met through solar power.

Notwithstanding this and in line with the Climate Action Plan 2019, Ireland aims to increase reliance on
renewables within the electricity genation sector from 30% to 70% adding up to a total of 8.2 GW
(8200 MW) of renewable onshore wind energy capacity by 2030. Laois has to date contributed to
renewable wind energy generation, with permitted wind farms constructed and granted on the following
locations detailed in the Table below ;
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Table x>¢ Wind Energy Outputs for County Laois ( completed and granted)

Constructed

Baunaghra 10/129 4 12 MW

Gorthahile, Bilboa 09/237 1 2.5 MW

Gorthahile, Bilboa 04/935 7 17.5 MW

Sub Total 12 32 MW

Planning granted / awaiting construction

Graigueadrisley, Rathdowney 20/386 2 7.2MW

Knockardugal, Boleybawn, Garrintaggar 16/260 11 35.2MW

Ironmills andGraiguenahown

East of Ballyroan Village and South West| 13/268 18 45MW

Timahoe

Sub Total 31 87.4AMW
Approx

9 The installed wind capacity in Co Laois in 2021 is 32MW. This represents 0.7% of the total
installed wind capacity in the Republic of Ireland to date based on the national installed wind
capacity of 4,235 MW in 2020.

1 A potential additional87.4 MW of energy to be generated from permission already granted for
additional wind farms in the southast of the county would bring the total output in Laois to
120 MW.

9 If the potential from granted permissions were to be constructed , together with what has been
built , it would represent a contribution from Co Laois at nearly 1.5% of the total (8,20C0yW)
2030.

However, as outlined in a specific objective in Chapter 3 Climate Action and Energy, the Council commits
to working with key stakeholders in the carrying out of an assessment of how the implementation of the
Plan will contribute taealising overall national targets on renewable energy and climate change, and in
particular wind energy production and the potential wind energy resource.

In addition to wind , Laois County Council has permitted the following solar farms in the county
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Table xx¢ Solar Energy Outputs for County Laois ( completed and granted)

Kilcoran, Rathdowney 18/674 47 MWp
Nigbog, Coolnabacky, Esker, Money Low 17/532 76 MW
and Lughteeog, Stradbally

Sronagh, Mountmellick 16/505 6.5MV
Rathleague, Portlaoise 16/500 4 MW
Derry More, Mountrath 16/217 4.2 MW
Total 137.7 MW

An Anaerobic Digestor planned for Portlaocise has the potential to use up to 80,000 tonnes of
biodegradable waste dgsedstock per year, which has a potential Green House Gas emissions saving of
270,160 tonnes of G@quivalent. This project has the potential to produce approximately 7,000,000m

of biomethane and used as an alternative fuel to fossil fuels for reg@meby and heat production.

The biomethane from the proposed development will be injected into the gas network and it will then
form a portion of gas used in the network for residential, commercial and industrial purposes.

The Planning Authority noteat there is still an absence of national guidance on how local authorities

can set a target for wind energy generation within their functional area. However, in accordance with

the Specific Planning Policy Requirement for the Interim Guidelines foirigjakuthorities orStatutory

Plans, Renewable Energy and Climate Chaf®§d7), Table XXXRSY2y a i N} G6S&a [/ 2dzyie
contributionin terms of permitted applicationto realising overall nationahrgets (under the Climate

Action Plan) on renewable energy and climate change mitigation.

The Council has had regard to the wind farsolar farmand Anaerobic Digestion developments
permitted and undeveloped as well as those unaenstruction which have the potential to be
delivered in the plan perioil constructed. It is apparent from the table below that decarbonized energy
infrastructure in County Laolis, for which statutaynsent exists, can providae followingenergy to
the local and national grid.

Wind Energyutputby the end of the Plan Period 119.4AMW
Solar Energ®@utputby the end of the Plan Period 137.7 MW
Anaerobic Digestio@utputby the end of the Plan Period 4,300 MWh per year

The specific targets for the Region and County will be designed on foot of a Regional Renewable Energy
Strategy which will also identify targets at a county level, taking into account the complexities of
receivingenvironment , a consistent approach to designations and cross boundary issues.
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MA Observation I¢ Development Plan Policy CM RE 1

The planning authority is requested to amend policy CM RE 1 to state that the planning author
prepare a Renewable Energy Strategy for County Laois within 6 months of the adoption
development plan.

To avoid repetitiorand for the sake of completeness, all responses regarding the CM RE 1 (Amendment
3.17) is responded to here. Submissions were received from the following:

LSC2435 (IFI)

LSC2433 (Coite)

LSC2427 (Keep Ireland Open)
LSC2424 (OPR)

LSC2420 (ESB)

= =4 =4 =4 A

Summary of Responses
1 LSC2435

o Surface Water ManagementWind farms also have considerable potential to affect
surface water hydrology. The zoning of areas for their development should take into
consideration ground conditions, gradiensubsoil conditions etc as well as the
vulnerability of receiving waters.

1 LS24-33

o While we would have preferred this to occur as part of the current Plan making process
(and requested this in our Issues Paper submission at the outset, March 2028)e we
aware of the strict County Development Plan making timeline and the resources of the
Planning Authority and acknowledge this is a compromise.

o0 However, in so concurring we do not see how the Draft VEn@rgyStrategy (WES) in
Appendix 5 can be adopteas part of the new Plan. To do so in the face of significant
issues of compliance with the Interim Guidelines and the Planning and Development Act
would be to misguide theppropriatenesf development in this sector between the
period of adoption of thenew Plan and the adoption of the new Renewable Energy
Strategy (RES).

o In this regard we note comments in the CE report in relation to-cmmpliance with the
{ tt w thiefCoudcil dommits to working with key stakeholders in the carrying out of an
assessrant of how the implementation of the Plan will contribute to realising overall
national targets on renewable energy and climate change, and in particular wind energy
production and the potential wind energy resoutceé { AYAf I NI & Ay NBf Il GA
objectives with those of neighbouring counties the CE notes it was not always possible to
NBazft @S Ay Oasefizon fdidhiyidd farkiscape designations and views and
ameniteg o0 LJAP ppO P

0 This issue highlights the urgency of adopting a new RES wiishincorporate a fully
compliant WES. In addition, the analysis contained in our submission on the draft Plan
found only a very small % of land to be favourably designated for wind and the Caoillte site
at Cullenagh, which has an extant planning permiggio continue to be designated not
Yy2(i 2LISYy F2N) O2yAARSNI GA2yS y2a6A0Kadl yRA
the Draft Plan. (This is discussed further under general comments below.) It is also
therefore imperative to ensure the new RESd only prepared, but completed, in a
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(0]

timely manner. To this end we strongly request the following revisions to this proposed
policy:
A CMREL1- Prepareand completea RESncluding a Wind Energy Stratedpr
County Laois within 1 year of adoption of tHar® This will be by way of variation
to the Laois CDP.
As stated above, adopting the WES in Appendix 5 gives the impression that a proper
compliant and updated wind energy strategy is being adopted. Currently, this is not the
case. We believe the Counailust consider removing the WES in Appendix 5 in its
entirety. This in turn will give significant and appropriate emphasis to completinBEM
as soon as possible

1 LSC2427

(0]

Supports the amendment

1 LS24-20

(0]

CE Opinion

The Minister of Communications, Climate Action &mvironment committed to raise the

amount of electricity generated from renewable sources to 70% by 2030 in the Climate
Action Plan with no generation from peat and coal. This ambition is needed to honour the
Paris Agreement. It represents a significahainge for the electricity industry and ESB is
O2YYAGGSR (2 R2Ay3 Ada LINI Ay &dzLlLR2 NI Ay 3
policy. In this regard, we support Amendment 3.17 that proposes to specifically state that

a Renewable Energy Strategy (RE)be prepared within 1 year of adoption of the

County Development Plan (CDP).

The Planning Authority is of the opinion thh2 months is more appropriate and realistic, given the time
requiredto undertake the following key taske prepare the RES

1) Procure and appoint consultants

2) Review baseline data

3) Undertake a comprehensive landscape character assessment

4) Coordinate and incorporate all assessments into a comprehensive mapping format for the CDP
5) Consultation with key stakeholders and member

6) Process to instigate the variation to the Laois County Development Plan-20@2})

Nevertheless, for the sake ofacity the Chief Executive believes CM RE 1 could be clearer regarding the
steps the Planning Authority is seeking to undertake, and therefore proposes to amend CM RE 1.

Recommendation

It is therefore recommended that Policy CM RE 1 wording is amendeado

CM RE X Prepare a Renewable Energy Strategy (RES) for Countyabdot®mmencement of the
variation to the County Development Plaithin 1 year of adoption of the plarOnce adopted-+his will
be by way of a variation to the Laois Coubgvelopment Plan.
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ZONING AMENDMENTS

MA Recommendation 3 Zoning amendments

Having regard to national and regional policy objectives promoting compact growth namely N
and RPO 3.2, section 4.19xévelopment Plans Guidelines for Planning Authoki#i@87) in respect o
the sequential approach, the Housing Supply Target (e#STuantum of land zoned for housing
Portlaoise, Abbeyleix and Stradbally in the Core Strategy, and the Strategic Environmental Ass
report, the planning authority is required to omit the following zoning amendments from the draft

I Portladse: Zoning amendments 8, 9, 85, 86, 87, and 89
1 Abbeyleix: Zoning amendment 91

1 Stradbally: Zoning amendment 92
1

Timahoe: Zoning amendment 98.
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Portlaoise

Zoning Amendment 8, 9

The Planning Authority notes the site comprises el@ments, namely an existing detached dwelling and

a further field to the west.Further to the submission by OPR, tBrecutivehas reviewed the matters,

and accepts that the inclusion of these lands would be inconsistent with compact growth and selquentia
development, and having regard to the Housing Supply Targets set out DraiftePlan.
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Chief Executive Recommendation

The residential zoning of these lands omitted reverting back to open countrysidend outside the
Portlacise development boundas per the Draft PlanAn extract from the Land Use Zoning Map is
shownbelow showing the recommended change:.
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Zoning Amendment 85

The Chief Executive Report of the Draft Plan (June 2id2l)desthe justificationwhy the Executives
opposed to zoning these lands fasidential and commercial developmenf summary is set out below
of why the Chief Executive is opposed to the zgronthis land.
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Locationg The sites aréetached from the existing built urban area and lies entirely outside the
CSO settlement boundary.

Sequential Approach Thesequential approactin effect favours town centre, edge of centre

and inner suburban locations over suburban locations for reasons of promoting sustainability,
urban compactness and ease of serviceability. There s$rang presumption against the
leapfrogging effect whicleads to aehoc and disjointed development at relatively long distances
[such as in this case] from the town centre.

Contrary to National and Regional PolicyNational Strategic Outcome 1 (NSO 1) of the NPF
aSS1a aGrawhtd BONR da 2 ¢ gtating wé willi rfeedd delfver b greaiter
proportion of residential development within existing bdilp areas of outowns. Regional
Strategic Outcome 2 (RSO 2) of the Eastern and Midland Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
(RSEStatesthat residential development should be carried out sequentially, whereby lands
which are, or will be, most accessible by walking, cycling and public trargpuntuding infill

and brownfield siteg I NB  LINJ BhidlJitél does 8dR be@t these objectives/

Housing Land RequiremenBased on the overall hoakold requirement of 3998 units over the

plan period, residential units will be accommodated within existing town and village urban area,
brownfield and infill sites and within the remainiggeenfield sies (133 hectares up to target
year202Jx | & aSG 2dzi Ay /. RHerefdr&héde is noineted faladdjtiondll G S 3 & ¢
residentially zoned lands in the town. If this land were to be zoned, it would be at the expense
of [and not additional to] othemore suitably located lands as identified by application of the
sequential approach.

Access The creation of an access onto the N77 that is subject to an 80 kph speed limit is contrary
to TRANS18 of the LCDP 2@2P7.

Services In relation to Water suply - Development can be accommodated but would likely
require infrastructure upgrades to accommodate the full growth projection and this is subject to
funding from IW.
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Chief Executive Recommendation

Theresidential zoning of these lands is omitted, and it reverts batletog unzoneds per the Draft Plan
An extract from the Land Use Zoning Map is shbelow, showing the recommended change:
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Zoning Amendment 86

Chief Executiv®esponse

The Chief Executive Report of the Draft Plan (June 22l)desthe justificationwhy the Executivés
opposed to zoning these lands for residential and commercial developnestimmary is set out below
of why the Chief Executive is not irvéar of zoning of this land.

9 Locationg The bulk of the lands is outside CSO settlement boundary as indicated in the draft
Laois County Development Plan 262127

1 Sequential Approach Thesequential approacin effect favours town centre, edge of centre
and inner suburban locations over suban locations for reasons of promoting sustainability,
urban compactness and ease of serviceability. There s$rang presumption against the
leapfrogging effect which leads todubc and disjointed development at relatively long distances
[such as in tts case] from the town centre.
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1 Contrary to National and Regional PolicyNational Strategic Outcome 1 (NSO 1) of the NPF
aSS1a aGrawmtd DONRaa G2oyasr gAGK (GKS btC adlidAay
proportion of residential development with existing buikup areas of our towns. Regional
Strategic Outcome 2 (RSO 2) of the Eastern and Midland Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
(RSES) states that residential development should be carried out sequentially, whereby lands
which are, or wilbe, most accessible by walking, cycling and public trangpiortluding infill
and brownfield siteg} NB LINA2NA GiA&ASR®Q ¢tKA&. A0S R2Sa y2

9 Access The creation of an access onto the N77 that is subject to an 80 kph speed diomitresry
to TRANS18 of the LCDP 222R7.

1 Services In relation to Water supply Development can be accommodated but would likely
require infrastructure upgrades to accommodate the full growth projection and this is subject to
funding from IW.

Chief Kecutive Recommendation

That the residential zoning of these lands is omitted, and it reverts ba€katosport Utilitiesas per the
Draft Plan An extract from the Land Use Zoning Map is shown overafwing the recommended
change
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Zoning Amendment 87

The Chief Executive Report of the Draft Plan (June 22l)desthe justificationwhy the Executivés
opposed to zoning these lands for residential developmanthis time and why at that stage it was
recommended tdnclude the lands as Strategic Reserve, Open Space and Amelaityever, further to

the submission by OPR, tlxecutivehas reviewed the matters, and accepts that the inclusion of these
lands would be inconsistent with compact growth and sequentiaétigment, and having regard to the
Housing Supply Targets set out in the Draft Plan.

Chief Executive Recommendation

That the residential zoning of these lands is omitted, and it reverts bagfen countryside and outside
the development boundary as seut in the Draft Plan (January 2021An extract from the Land Use
Zoning Map is showbelow, showing the recommended change:
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