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Local Community Development Committee                                                                                                                                         

Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 20th March 2024 

via MS Teams at 11.30am 

 
Members in attendance: 
 
Public Sector representatives:  Mr. Joe Thompson, LOETB (Chairperson) 

Cllr. Paschal McEvoy, Laois County Council  
Cllr. Conor Bergin, Laois County Council 
Mr. John Mulholland, CE Laois County Council 
Mr. Martin O’Toole, DSP 

 
 
Private Sector representatives:  Ms. Joan Bolger, Laois PPN (Vice Chairperson) 

Ms. Nina Horan, Laois PPN 
Mr. Patrick Whelan, Laois PPN   
Ms. Caroline Lydon, CEO Laois Partnership Company 
Ms. Caroline Hofman, Business Sector 
Mr. Harry Lalor, Farming Sector (I.F.A) 
Ms. Rosey Kuene, Youth Sector (Youth Work Ireland Laois) 

 
Apologies:    Cllr John King, Laois County Council 

Mr. Ray Harte, Laois PPN 
Ms. Evelyn Reddin, Laois Local Enterprise Office 
Ms. Paula Phelan, HSE 
Mr. John Oxley, Laois PPN 

 
      
In Attendance:    Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer 

Ms. Suzanne O’Connor, Senior Staff Officer, LCC 
Ms. Orla Fitzpatrick, A/Senior Staff Officer, LCC  
Ms. Danielle Keane, Clerical Officer, LCC  

 

Ms. Suzanne O’Connor, LCC commenced roll call and registered all members present on the meeting 
attendance sheet. 
 
Mr. Joe Thompson, Chairperson, opened the meeting welcoming new member Mr. Patrick Whelan who 
is replacing Mr. Naeem Iqbal as the Laois PPN Social Inclusion representative.  
 

1. Confirmation of Minutes of LCDC meeting held on 21st February 2024 
The minutes were adopted following a proposal from Mr. John Mulholland seconded by Ms. Caroline 
Hofman. 
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2. Matters Arising 

None 

 

3. Correspondence  

Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer informed members of correspondences received.  

 

 Email Received 20th February from DRCD titled “Call for organisations and groups to be 
Sustainable Development Goals Champions” 
 

Mr. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief offier advised members that as part of the 2024-2025 programme, a 
number of organisations and groups from across the country will be appointed 'SDG Champions' 
to help raise awareness of the importance of the SDGs as the cornerstone of a fair, prosperous 
and sustainable future for all. As Champions, they will show through their own actions that 
everyone in society can make a contribution to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

Applications are sought from all organisations and groups who would like to act as an advocate 
for the SDGs and a good practice example of how to promote and achieve the goals. 
Applications will be accepted in written or video format up to 5:00pm on Monday, 1st  April 2024 
and information for how to apply are set out in the circular. 

 

 Email received 22nd February from DRCD titled “Communication re Referendum” 

Ms. Tynan noted that this email set out to underline the requirements that where a body or 
agency receiving public money is disseminaating any information about the Referendum it must 
ensure such information is equal, fair and impartial and neuteral. 

 

 SICAP Annual Report 2022  
   

Ms Tynan informed members that the 2023 SICAP Annual Report is a national report which 

provides and overview of the progress and achievement of the SICAP programme between 

01.01.2022 and 31.12.2022 

 

 Email received 23rd February from DRCD titled “Laois LEADER Local Development 
Strategy” 

 
It was noted that this correspondance referred to the appeal submitted by Laois LCDC on the 
19th January 2024 in respect of the Laois LEADER Programme 2023-2027. The appeal and 
supporting documentation was provided to an independent reviewer for her consideration with 
it being further noted that the appeal was not allowed. It is now considered that the selection 
process in the Laois sub-regional area is now finished.  
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 Letter dated 12th March 2024 from Donal Brennan, Director of Services Laois Co Co, titled 
“Local Economic and Community Plan Framework Document” 

 
Mr. Tynan, A/ Chief Officer noted that the Framework document will be discussed under 
Agenda Item 4 – Local Economic & Community Plan 2023-2028 

 

4. Local Economic & Community Plan (LECP) 

Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer noted that the purpose of the LECP, as provided for in the Local 

Government Act 2001 (as amended by the Local Government Reform Act 2014), is to set out, for a six-

year period, the objectives and actions needed to promote and support the economic development and 

the local and community development of the relevant Local Authority area.  

 Laois LECP 2023-2028 contains 10 High Level Goals and 33 Sustainable Objectives  

 The LECP is consistent with the objectives of local and regional policy. 

 Appropriate Assessment and Strategic Environmental Assessment screening determined that full 

screen was not required. A screening determination has been signed in order to complete the 

AA & SEA process. 

Ms. Suzanne O’Connor, Senior Staff Officer presented members with the framework LECP guiding them 

through the development of the document and information of importance contained within. 

Members of the LCDC commended the LECP team on the work undertaken in developing the document 

and associated appendices. The framework document was welcomed by members with its adoption 

being proposed by Ms. Joan Bolger been seconded by Ms. Caroline Lydon.  

 

5. Social Inclusion Community Activation Programme – SICAP 
 

(a) 2024 Annual Plan 

Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer informed members that on the 5thMarch the Local Development 

Company, Laois Partnership Company confirmed that all details relating to the 2024 Annual Plan 

were uploaded to IRIS. An in-depth review of the 2024 Annual Plan is now being undertaken by LCDC 

staff, comparing information uploaded to IRIS versus that on the original tender and the best and 

final offer. 

The SICAP subcommittee will convene in the coming days to review same in order to recommend the 

plans approval at the April meeting. 
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(b) Implementation Plan 
Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer noted that as part of the 2022 SICAP Internal Audit a number of high-

level findings were identified. When awarding the SICAP 2024-2028 a clause was inserted into the letter 

of award stating: 

“The plan will upon contract signing, form part of the tenderers’ contractual obligations under the SICAP 

Call-Off Contract and, in line with section 2.1 of the SICAP Call-Off Contract, evidence of its implementation 

will be a pre-condition for continued programme funding beyond 2024. 

It should be noted that failure, refusal or neglect ‘to comply within a reasonable time with any 

recommendation or report arising from any audit’ constitutes an ‘event of default’ under the SICAP Call-

Off Contract (see clause 3.8.2.8) and, as such, grounds for contract termination, without liability for 

compensation or damages, and/or imposition of any sanction/ remedy by the contracting authority (see 

clause 3.8.1)” 

With this in mind an Implementation Plan delivery timeline has been put in place where quarterly 

meetings will be conducted to ensure that audit findings are addressed to the satisfaction to the LCDC. 

 

 

 

 

(c) SICAP Payments Q2 2024 
 
SICAP General Allocation 
Approval is sought to pay the IP, Laois Partnership the sum of €176,561.28 representing the Q2 2024 
payment. Payment will only be processed once funds are received from the Dept. 
 
The payment of €176,561.28 to the IP was proposed by Mr. John Mulholland been seconded by  
Ms. Joan Bolger.  

 
New Arrival Allocation 
Approval is sought to pay the IP, Laois Partnership the sum of €35,780.75 representing the full Q2 
2024 payment. Payment will only be processed once funds are received from the Dept. 
 
The payment of €35,780.75 to the IP was proposed by Cllr. Paschal McEvoy been seconded by 
 Mr. John Mulholland. 
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6. Local Enhancement Programme 

Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer informed the committee that Laois received an allocation of 

€153,591.05 under the Local Enhancement programme, which comprise of: 

 Capital Allocation: €127,992.54 

 Women’s Allocation: €25,598.51 

 Max Admin Allocation: €7,679.55 (i.e., €153,591.05 x 5%) 
 

In addition, underspend from previous years to be allocated to LEP. An underspend of €5,000 was 
identified, to be used for Admin costs only as instructed by the Dept. 
 

 Capital Allocation: €127,992.54 - €2,679.55 = €125,312.99 

 Women’s Allocation: €25,598.51 

 Admin Allocation: €7,679.55 (€5,000 from pervious fund meaning the balance of €2,679.55 is 
to be deducted from the capital allocation) 

 Therefore, spend on projects €150,991.50. 
 
Women’s Group Allocation 

 
• 23 Applications Received, with 1 application remaining at draft status on submit.ie 
• Total Funding Applied for €80,395.41 
• Total Eligible for Funding €49,619.32 
• Funding Available: €25,598.51 

 

Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer stated under the women’s allocation 17 of the 23 groups were 

awarded, 4 from Borris-in-Ossory/Mountmellick in the amount of €6,720, 5 from 

Graiguecullen/Portarlington in the amount of €5,142 and 8 from Portlaoise MD in the amount of 

€13,736.51.  
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General LEP Allocation 

• 137 Applications Received (40 Under €1,000 and 97 Over €1,000), 
• Total Funding Applied for €843,746.03  
• Total Eligible for Funding €676,591.02 

(Under €1,000 = €24,980.49 and over €1,000 = €651,610.53) 
 
 

 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 6F0459A3-EF25-4F0D-A9E4-1702054642FD



7 
 

 
 
 
Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer noted under the general allocation a total of 61 groups 
were awarded funding, 19 from Borris-in-Ossory/Mountmellick in the amount of €36,669, 
21 from Graiguecullen/Portarlington in the amount of €50,231.99 and 21 from Portlaoise in 
the amount of €38,412. 
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The recommendations of the CEP subcommittee were welcomed by members being 
proposed by Mr. John Mulholland and seconded by Ms. Joan Bolder. 
 
Ms. Pamela Tynan, A/Chief Officer advised members that this information would now 
be passed to the Department of Rural and Community Development for their approval, 
and reminded members that information of the recommended grants was to be treated 
in the strictest confidence until Departmental approval was received.  
 

7.  Any Other Business 

Condolences were conveyed on the untimely passing or Mr. Alan Langton, who represented 
Laois GAA on the COVID-19 Community Response Forum. Ar dheis de go raibh aman. 
  
Members also expressed sympathy of the passing of former Cllr. Tom Mulhall. Ar dheis de go 
raibh aman. 

 
 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

 
SIGNED:  ________________________________________DATE:   Wednesday 24th April 2024. 

Mr. Joe Thompson     
CHAIRPERSON – LAOIS LCDC 
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